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Learning from the Indonesian Past - For a Sustainable Global Future

This lecture is about the poli8cal tradi8ons of the people in
the interior of Sumatra (principally the Batak and
Minangkabau people) in precolonial 8mes, and how studying
these tradi8ons for many years has influenced my ideas
about a sustainable future as I have expressed in my new
book. I believe that, if we as humanity want to be ready to

face the looming existen8al threats (e.g., climate change, poten8al for nuclear war and
many others), we need to be able to coexist peacefully and cooperate stably on a global
scale, which is not possible under the constraints of the current poli8cal paradigm.
Knowledge of the poli8cal tradi8ons of the Sumatran people will not provide us with all
the answers for the future we must face, but it can provide us with a different narra8ve.
Their history can show us that - despite what might seem impossible from our current
point of view - people can organize themselves in a poli8cally sustainable way which does
not depend on military force, conquest and on a dominant government. As I argue, some
principles dis8lled from their poli8cal tradi8ons are worthwhile discussing in the context
of the discourse about our common future.
 

Johann Angerler (PhD University of Leiden) is an independent researcher associated with
the KITLV. He was previously associated with the Leiden Ethnosystems and Development
Programme (LEAD), Faculty of Science, University Leiden and is author of „Bius,
Parbaringin und Paniaran. Über Demokra8e und Religion bei den Toba_Batak
Nordsumatras" and „A World People's Representa8on for a United Humanity. A Thought
Experiment". His main research interest is concerned with Sumatran cultures, especially
tradi8onal poli8cal and religious ins8tu8ons and with ques8ons of globaliza8on and global
poli8cal development. He can be contacted via his website johannangerler.com
 

This will be a hybrid lecture:

h_ps:ljoeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/97670758166?pwd=a1V3O
kO0VTIKSGxyYXBI.VGovTkFqdz09
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Time:
Thursday, Nov 10
Start: 4 pm

LocaDon:
AAS, Ins8tute for Social
Anthropology
Hollandstrasse 11-13
1020 Wien
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Ins8tute for Social Anthropology
of the Austrian Academy of Sciences

Hollandstraße 11–13
1020 Vienna
E: sozialanthropologie(at)oeaw.ac.at
T +43 1 51581 - 6450

InsDtut for Social Anthropology

Social anthropology studies
humanity in its social rela8ons and
different cultural contexts.Institute for 

Social Anthropology
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